
Bassackwards box, Opposites box, Arbitrage box  and Gift
box.

Hughbanks uses  various types of Hardwood including
domestic hardwoods like oak, maple, walnut, cherry  and
alder.  And a lot of exotics like wenge, canarywood, leopard-
wood, bocote, zebrawood, purpleheart and Padauk to name
a few of his favorites.  “There are so many woods the list is
almost endless! I get most of my lumber from Bell Forest
(Continued on Page 2)
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A Hay Springs Rancher had never had that much inter-
est in woodworking until he was older, then it was simple
rustic furniture like benches, stool and shelves for family.
Ryan Hughbanks, who lives southwest of Hay Springs with
his family, started looking into another project. 

“I started searching the internet for woodworking
ideas/projects and every now and then a puzzle box would
pop up.  I quickly dismissed the idea because of the com-
plexity of them and your knowledge of all the different
woods would have to be enormous, not to mention the
whole concept of designing a puzzle from scratch. I thought
they were cool, but not the project for me,” said Hughbanks

But they kept popping up in his searches. “Until one
day I decided to give it a shot and make one. The rest is his-
tory!  I made my first one in 2020,” noted Hughbanks.  “I
mostly learned by trial and error, with the help of the inter-
net a little bit.  I read a few woodworking books when I start-
ed making puzzle boxes, which really helped.”  

After his first two designs were complete he posted
some pictures of them on Instagram just to see what peo-
ple thought.  “The first two or three days I didn't get much
of a response, but then I woke up one morning and had
nearly 50 people requesting to order them,” said
Hughbanks.  And every day after that the list grew and
grew.  “After I got some boxes out there in the public and
puzzlers reviewed them I had so many requests I could
never fulfill them all in my lifetime.  The demand for hand-
made puzzle boxes blew my mind,” he added.

Right now he has a list of people and which he just con-
tacts the next person on that list when he finishes a box.  

“Hughbanks Puzzle Boxes”  has six different puzzle
box designs: Lockdown box, Side Swiper box,

Rancher  Produces ‘Puzzling’  Woodworking Hobby

Ryan Hughbanks together with his family, wife Katy
children, Kynlee and Tyler who live southwest of Hay
Springs.

The five beautiful intricate wood puzzle boxes Ryan Hughbanks currently has offered online.
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Products out of Michigan, and occasionally from
Rockler and Woodcraft.  I buy as much of the domes-
tic lumber as I can from local lumber yards.”

How do you come up with the different puzzle
ideas? “I usually get a general idea for a puzzle box
in my head and then just start building.  As the process
progresses I often think of different mechanisms or
tricks to add.  Maybe there is enough space to add
something here or there.  They always become more
complex (and difficult to build!) as time goes on!  With
the addition of a CNC (Computer Numerical Control)
machine to my shop, I am using more computer soft-
ware to help the design process.”

“My boxes are all sequential discovery puzzles,
meaning you have to solve them in a specific
sequence. One step will lead you to the next. There
are tools that you discover along the way that will help
you. The boxes are between five and 50 steps to get
them completely open,” explained Hughbanks.

Hughbanks estimates he has constructed around
40-50 of the labor intensive.puzzle boxes. “I only work
on boxes in my spare time, mostly at night.  Since I
enjoy doing it and it is not my main source of income,
I don't keep track of the hours it takes.  For me, its a
fun hobby!,” explained Hughbanks. “My CNC machine
will greatly reduce the amount of time it takes once I

Northwest Rural P.P.D Insert Changes
Northwest Rural has chosen to downsize the insert
from 12 pages to four to follow the other  Power
Districts, who only publish four pages which have
been relocated to the front of the Nebraska
Magazine. With this decision being made, all of the
advertising will be eliminated. I would personally
like to thank all of the businesses that have adver-
tised in the magazine over the past 28 years I
have set up and designed the NRPPD insert. 
Your support was much appreciated.

~ Cindy Peters

CCoouunnttrryyrrooaadd SShhoott:: AAmmeerriiccaann KKeessttrrll
Dawes CCo.  - SSept. 22010
~ by Jim Manternach

If you are interested in a print, you can
contact Jim at jmm@millcomps.com or his

website www.jimmphoto.com

get everything figured out with that. The biggest challenge I
have with making boxes is time.”  

He guesses that around 50 percent of the boxes he has
sold have been outside of the U.S.  “Puzzle boxes are more
popular in other countries, even having an ancient history in
some,  but the U.S. is gaining popularity at a fast rate.  Apart
from the U.S. I have sold boxes in Canada, the United
Kingdom, France, Israel, Asia, Germany and Australia,’’ said
Hughbanks.

Hughbanks graduated from Hay Springs High School in
2001.  I began college at WNCC in Scottsbluff and then trans-
ferred to Chadron State. He has lived most of his life south of
Hay Springs except for briefly in Scottsbluff and Chadron. He
and his wife Katy both work on the family farm-ranch and have
two children, Tyler, age 7 and a Second Grader, and daughter
Kynlee who will be three in February. The Hughbanks  live
about 7 miles southwest of Hay Springs where they raise most-
ly wheat, corn, sunflowers, alfalfa/hay and have cattle.

The top of this box shows some of the delicate detailing
to crack open into the puzzle.

Puzzle Hobby--
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DEADLINE: Submit Application to NRPPD by  Feb. 13, 2025 by 5:30 p.m.

Essay - How does the electricity provided by your electric cooperative improve the quality of life in
your community?
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OFFICERS
•  President: Lee Ahrens, Marsland
• Vice President: Christopher Garrett, 

Chadron
• Secretary: Marcus Sandberg, 

Hay Springs
•  Treasurer: Lucas Bear, Gordon
• Asst. Treasurer: Kevin Christy, 

Crawford
• Tri-State Director: Lucas Bear,  Gordon
• Director: Gary Fuchser, Gordon
• Director: Ethan Skinner, Hay Springs

Manager: CHANCE BRISCOE 

Office Manager: Tony Hindman
Office (308) 638-4445

Consumer/Marketing
Director  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Les Tlustos
Publisher/Editor
Advertising Rep.  . . . . . . . .Cindy Peters

Hip-Hop (308) 638-7132

___________

Office Hours:
7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Monday- Thursday

Service Calls
After Hours:

Please call 
800-847-0492 if
your call is long dis-
tance or 638-4445
for the local Hay
Springs area at all
times. 

We have an
answering service
that answers these
numbers on a 24-
hour basis - after
hours, Saturday,
Sundays and holi-
days. Please state
legal description,
account number or
meter number
where the outage is
and your phone
number when you
call.

Public  Power District
5613 Hwy. 87 • P.O. Box 249

Hay Springs, NE 69347
web page: http://www.nrppd.com

NRPPD ENTERTAINMENT

1 Jan 1985 – 40 years ago
New York became the first U.S. state to introduce a

mandatory seat-belt law. All car drivers, front-seat pas-
sengers and children under ten were required to wear
them, or face a $50 fine.

2 Jan 1955 – 70 years ago
Death of José Antonio Remón, President of Panama

(1952–55). (Assassinated). He was succeeded by José
Ramón Guizado, who was swiftly deposed when it was dis-
covered that he had been involved in the assassination.

4 Jan 1965 – 60 years ago
U.S. President Lyndon Baines Johnson announced the details

of his Great Society program in his State of the Union
Address. Its main goal was to eliminate poverty and racial
injustice. The programs included Medicare, Medicaid, Civil
Rights, Voting Rights, Food Stamps, Public Broadcasting,
Clean Air and Water Legislation, Consumer Protection, and
several more.

6 Jan 1945 – 80 years ago
The cartoon character Pepé Le Pew made his first appear-

ance, in the Warner Bros. cartoon Odor-able Kitty.
7 Jan 1950 – 75 years ago
The Mercy Hospital fire, Davenport, Iowa, USA. A fire

broke out in St. Elizabeth’s ward, which housed 62 female
patients. The doors were locked because it was a psychi-
atric ward, the windows were barred, there was no evacu-
ation plan, and no sprinkler system in the 80-year-old
building (though the fire department had recommended
installing one for more than 25 years). 40 patients and a
nurse were killed.

9 Jan 1995 – 30 years ago
Russian cosmonaut Valeri Poliakov became the first person

to spend an entire year in space in a single mission. His
mission to the Mir space station lasted for a total of 437
days.

10 Jan 1985 – 40 years ago
The Sinclair C5 electric tricycle was launched in the UK.

Immediate concerns were raised about its safety in traf-
fic, and it was ridiculed in the media. It was not a com-
mercial success.

11 Jan 1935 – 90 years ago
American aviator Amelia Earhart became the first person

to make a solo flight from Hawaii to California, USA.
13 Jan 2005 – 20 years ago
Britain’s Prince Harry was forced to apologize after being

photographed at a costume party wearing a Nazi uniform.
The photograph was published in The Sun newspaper.

14 Jan 1900 – 125 years ago
The première of Italian composer Giacomo Puccini’s opera

Tosca, in Rome, Italy.
15 Jan 1945 – 80 years ago
World War II: the Soviet Red Army liberated the city of

Krakow, Poland.

18 Jan 1975 – 50 years ago
The first episode of the television sitcom The Jeffersons

January Historical Anniversaries.... was broadcast on CBS in the USA. It ran for eleven sea-
sons until 1985.19 

Jan 1955 – 70 years ago
U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhower gave the first tele-

vised presidential news conference. The conference was
filmed in the morning and broadcast on television that
evening. The first live conference was given by John F.
Kennedy in January 1961.

24 Jan 1935 – 90 years ago
The first canned beer went on sale, in Virginia, USA. The

beers were Krueger’s Cream Ale and Krueger’s Finest
Beer. They were an immediate success.

25 Jan 1945 – 80 years ago
Grand Rapids, Michigan became the first city in the USA to

fluoridate its drinking water to prevent tooth decay.
26 Jan to 2 Feb 1925 – 100 years ago
The serum run to Nome, Alaska, USA (also known as the

Great Race of Mercy). With a diphtheria epidemic threat-
ening the city of Nome and no planes available to carry an
anti-toxin, dog-sledders worked in relays to carry a canis-
ter of serum 674 miles in five days. This event is now
commemorated in the annual Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race.

31 Jan 1950 – 75 years ago
U.S. President Harry S. Truman announced that he had

ordered the Atomic Energy Commission to develop a
hydrogen bomb. The first prototype, ‘Ivy Mike’, was deto-
nated in November 1952.

ideas4writers.com


