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MINUTES OF REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 
OF 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF NORTHWEST RURAL PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT 
 

A regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Northwest Rural PPD was held at the 
headquarters July 30, 2026 at the hour of 1:00 p.m.  The meeting was called to order by 
President Chris Garrett.  The following Members were present and constituted a quorum: Lee 
Ahrens, Lucas Bear, Christopher Garrett, Kevin Christy, Marcus Sandberg, Ethan Skinner, and 
Dustin Waugh. 
 
Also present were General Manager Nathan Zimmerman, Office Manager Tony Hindman, 
Accountant Kelsey Yada, District Counsel Terry Curtiss, and Billing Clerk Drew Loutzenhiser. 
 
Unless otherwise noted, all votes were taken by roll call on motion duly made and seconded and 
unanimously passed.   
 
Open Meeting Law: The Open Meeting Law was acknowledged.  
 
Agenda: Motion to accept the agenda; motion carried.   
 
Public Comments: None.  
 
Approval of Minutes: A motion was made to accept the minutes of the regular meeting of June 
25, 2026; motion carried.  
 
Check Register and Payroll Summary Review: The Check Register and Payroll Summary for 
the previous month were reviewed. President Garrett declared the items as informational items 
requiring no Board action.  
 
Action Items:  

a) A motion was made to contribute $500 to support the American Veterans Traveling 
Vietnam Wall and Cost of Freedom Tribute in Crawford; motion carried. 

b) A motion was made to name Tony Hindman as the alternate for the NREA Board 
Meeting in Scottsbluff August 5-6; motion carried. 

c) A motion was made to name Dustin Waugh as the delegate for the 2026 Basin Electric 
Annual meeting and Lucas Bear as alternate; motion carried. 

 
Financial Report: Accountant Yada reviewed the operating report for the previous month. A 
motion was made to accept the financial report; motion carried.   
 
Operating Statistics:  General Manager Zimmerman reviewed wholesale power costs and 
energy sales by class. 
 
Safety Report: The safety statistics and the safety report were reviewed for the previous month.  
A motion was made to accept the safety report; motion carried. 
 
Staff Reports:  The staff made the following reports and answered Board questions: 
 

a. Staff reviewed the outage statistics from the previous month. 
b. Office Manager Hindman reported on progress with the SCADA system. 
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c. Billing Clerk Loutzenhiser gave an employee report on a cost of service study class 
that he recently attended. 

 
Executive Session: A motion was made to enter Executive Session with the Board, General 
Manager, and Counsel 2:05 p.m. to discuss litigation matters; motion carried.   
 
A motion was made to exit Executive Session at 4:15 p.m.; motion carried. 
 
Action Items:  A motion was made to authorize legal counsel to take necessary steps to affect 
withdrawal from Tri-State; motion carried.   
 
Adjourn: The meeting was adjourned at 4:30 p.m.    
 
APPROVED: 
 
 
____________________________________ ____________________________________ 
President      Secretary 
 
____________________________________ 
Approval Date 


